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To  the  Chaimen  and  Members  of  the  Councils  of  the 
Epping  Urban  District,  the  Harlovv  Urban  District  and 
the  Epping  & Ongar  Rural  District. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I hove  pleasure  in  presenting  my  second  j^nnual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Combined  Districts  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  under  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London) 
Regulations,  1935* 

Unlike  the  preceding  report  which  covered  a period  prior  to  my 
present  appointment  and,  therefore,  related  events  of  w'hich  I had  no 
first-hand  knowledge,  this  report  deals  v/ith  matters  most  of  which  have 
arisen  since  my  taking  office. 

In  order  to  make  the  x^nnual  Report  more  easily  readable  without 
at  the  some  time  sacrificing  any  of  the  tables  and  other  statistical 
information  I have  given  it  a new  form.  Section  A*  contains  a broad 
survey  of  the  health  in  the  three  districts  and  an  analysis  and 
interpretation  of  some  of  the  statistical  material.  Section  B.  deals 
with  the  health  services  administered  by  the  County  Council  and  with 
the  general  provision  of  medical  services.  Finally  in  Section  C. 
detailed  statistical  and  other  information  is  given  for  each  district 
separately. 

i^s  in  the  previous  reports  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the 
three  districts  hove  again  contributed  on  account  of  the  sanitary 
circumstances  and  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year.  To  them 
I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  their  v/ork  and  co-operation.  I 
am  also  indebted  to  other  officers  of  the  three  authorities  and  to  the 
j^rea  Medical  Officers  for  the  information  which  they  have  supplied. 
Finally  I want  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Councils  for  showing  interest 
in  public  health  matters  and  for  giving  me  support  in  niy  work. 

I am. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  *ASH.,  M.D. , D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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THE  MICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEI^LTH. 


In  1956  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  celebrated  its 
first  centenary.  It  may,  therefore,  be  appropriate  to  start  this  Jinnual 
Report  with  some  brief  reflections  upon  the  present  position  and  duties 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Until  the  turn  of  the  century  he  had  to  devote  most  of  his  time 
and  energy  to  the  improvement  of  sanitary  conditions.  Later  on,  as  this 
had  been  substantially  acconiplished  and  as  the  knov/ledge  of  factors,  other 
than  environmental,  which  cause  physical  or  mental  ill-health  hod  further 
progressed,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gradually  evolved  from  his 
former  position  of  specialist  in  infectious  diseases  and  adviser  on 
water  supplies,  sewage  disioosal,  housing  and  town  planning  to  his  present 
wider  role  of  community  physician  and  medical  sociologist.  Today  it  is 
fully  recognised  that  in  order  to  safeguard  and  promote  the  health  of  a 
community  every  individual  in  it  must  be  treated  as  part  of  his  or  her 
physical  and  social  environment  both  at  home  and  at  work.  Unfortunately 
in  local  government  an  increasing  tendency  is  noticeable  of  entirely 
separating  the  environjaental  from  the  personal  health  services.  Some 
of  the  services  affecting  public  health  (water,  sewerage,  housing,  etc.) 
have  becom.e  so  complex  that  their  administration  is  rightly  placed 
under  officers  with  special  training  and  knowledge.  Hovvever,  the 
duties  of  these  officers  ore  primarily  of  0 technical  nature  and  they 
lock  the  medical  training  necessary  to  assess  the  effect  on  lohysical 
and  mental  health  of  certain  conditions  with  which  they  ore  confronted 
from  time  to  time.  Good  houses  and  places  of  work,  wholesa«  water, 
efficient  sev/age  and  refuse  disposal  and  clean  food  ore,  after  all,  not 
an  end  in  themselves  but  merely  a means  to  healthier  living.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be  called  to  advise 
on  the  health  aspects  of  all  services  irrespective  of  v^hether  he  is  in 
administrative  charge  of  them  or  not.  This  particular  function  of 

the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  stressed  in  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935,  which  state  that  he  is  'Ho  infom 
himself  os  for  as  practicable  respecting  all  matters  affecting  or  likely 
to  affect  the  public  health  in  the  district  and  be  prepared  to  advise  the 
Local  Authority  on  any  such  matters".  The  emphasis  is  clearly  on  the 
word  LLL  and  the  Local  Authority  should,  therefore,  place  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  a position  "to  acquire  an  accurate  knov7ledge  of  the 
influences,  social  environmental  and  industrial,  \7hich  may  operate 
prejudicially  to  the  health  of  the  area"  (Ministry  of  Health  Memorandum  1925) 

On  the  whole  the  scope  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health*  s work  has 
widened  since  the  days  when  his  Society  come  into  being  and  public  health 
started  to  become  an  organised  community  service.  He  is,  of  course,  still 
concerned  with  HELLTH  but  whilst  a hundred  years  ago  this  word  meant  only 
the  preservation  of  life  and  ]physicol  integrity,  today  it  is  defined  in 
the  constitution  of  the  V/orld  Health  Organisation  as  "a  state  of  complete 
physical,  mental  and  social  well-being  and  not  merely  the  absence  of 
disease  or  infirmity". 

6.  ' 


The  improvements  in  public  health  during  the  past  hundred  yea/Rfi  must 
now  be  consolidated  and  extended*  Many  communicable  diseases  have  not  yet 
been  conquered,  and  the  larger  size  of  modern  factoriej^s  and  other  places 
of  work  facilitates  the  spread  of  infections  by  bringing  together  under  the 
same  roof  increasing  numbers  of  people.  Strains  and  stresses  of  modern 
living  cause  a higher  incidence  of  psychosomatic  diseases.  Increasing  moss 
production  and  processing  of  food  and  the  extensive  use  of  chemical  additives 
expose  the  health  of  thousands  of  people  to  the  risk  of  a possible  fault 
in  a single  large  food  establishment.  The  growing  use  of  mechanical  devices 
in  our  doily  lives  is  responsible  for  many  accidents,  which  are  rapidly 
becoming  one  of  the  major  causes  of  death,  particularly  in  the  younger  and 
older  age  groups.  Our  lungs  ore  subjected  to  injury  from  atmospheric 
pollution,  now  augmented  by  the  exhaust  from  a rising  number  of  dies el -powered 
vehicles  on  the  roads. 

These  are  only  a few  of  the  loresent  day  concerns  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  The  changing  pattern  of  life,  however,  creates  new  problems 
which  must  be  faced.  The  care  of  the  aged,  preventive  mental  health  and 
the  prevention  of  hazards  from  radio-active  materials  used  in  industry  are 
the  three  most  important  and  pressing  tasks  of  the  immediate  future. 

In  conclusion,  after  a hundred  years  of  public  health  the  prevention  of 
illness  still  remains  one  of  the  main  functions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  but  the  emphasis  is  gradually  shifting  towards  the  promotion  of 
"positive"  health. 

ADI/D:NISTIb'\TlON. 

Considerable  administrative  difficulties  were  encountered  from  the  start, 
and  these  persisted  throughout  most  of  the  year. 

Dr.  H,  Hrtmks,  Y;ho  was  acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  September, 
1955,  became  ill  early  in  February,  1956,  and  was  unable  to  hand  over  the 
department.  The  situation  was  further  aggravated  by  the  departure  in  March 
of  Mrs.  I.  M,  Stock,  a very  experienced  secretary.  Her  successor  stayed  in 
the  department  only  seven  months  and  was  replaced  by  the  present  holder  of 
the  post. 

The  premises  occupied  by  the  department  v/ere  unsatisfactory  in  every 
respect  and  there  was  lack  of  furniture,  reference  books  and  other  essentials. 
However,  by  the  end  of  the  year  life  becaine  much  easier  ’when  the  offices  were 
moved  to  more  spacious  rooms  and  it  was  possible  to  acquire  most  of  the  things 
needed  for  the  efficient  running  of  the  department.  ;\11  these  improvements 
necessitated  supplementary  estimates  which  were  submitted  in  June,  1956,  and 
approved  by  the  three  District  Councils. 

Soon  after  the  comencement  of  the  appointment  it  became  evident  that 
the  apportionment  of  time  of  four  elevenths  for  County  District  work  and  seven 
elevenths  for  County  work  \was  quite  unrealistic  and  that  despite  long  working 
hours  it  was  impassible  to  discharge  satisfactorily  all  the  duties  connected 
with  the  appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  three  District  Councils 
and  the  County  Medical  Officer  recognised  this  fact  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
a revision  of  the  allocation  of  time  to  the  County  Council  and  the  District 
Councils  was  pending. 
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VIT.iL  STiiTISTICS. 


The  total  population  of  the  Combined  Districts  shov/s  an  increase  of 
6370  on  the  correspondins  figure  for  1955 • Harlovv  Urban  District  alone  had 
5170  more  inhabitants.  Of  this  increase  16.2^  was  due  to  an  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  and  the  remainder  to  imigration.  The  poioulation  of 
Epping  Urban  District  v/as  larger  by  56O  and  that  of  Epping  & Ongar  Rural 
District  by  610.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  the  Epping  Urban 
District  amounted  to  9*6^  of  the  total  increase  but  in  the  Epping  & Ongar 
Rural  District  it  was  li.1,2^.  These  figures  show  that  in  the  Epping  Urban 
District  most  of  the  population  increase  was  due  to  a proportionately  large 
influx  of  immigrants,  many  of  v;hom  settled  in  the  now  con^Dleted  Chingford 
Borough  Council’s  Tower  Estate.  On  the  other  hand  the  higher  population 
figure  of  the  Epping  & Ongar  Rural  District  was  mainly  due  to  natural 
increase. 

The  birth  and  death  rates  are  e3<pressed  both  as  "crude"  and  "•adjusted" 
rates,  the  latter  derived  by  multiplying  the  crude  rotes  by  an  appropriate 
comparability  factor.  This  makes  an  approximate  allcvvance  for  the  difference 
in  the  se-x  and  age  distribution  of  the  loopulotion  of  each  of  the  three 
Districts,  and  of  England  and  Uales  as  a whole,  and  is  a rough  method  of 
standardisation.  The  adjusted  birth  and  death  rates  for.  the  three  districts 
are,  therefore,  comparable  with  each  other,  with  the  rote  for  Engloni  and 
Y/ales  and  with  similarly  adjusted  rates  for  any  other  district  in  the  country. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  difference  between  the  crude  and  adjusted 
rotes  for  1956  is  in  some  cases  very  appreciable.  This  is  because  the 
comparability  factors  used  ore  those  recently  issued  by  the  Registrar  General. 
They  take  account  not  only  of  boundary  changes  but  also  of  rapid  increases 
of  the  population  which  hove  materially  affected  its  composition  by  sex 
and  age  groups. 

Prom  the  figures  given  in  the  appropriate  tobies  in  Section  C.  of 
this  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  adjusted  birth  rate  for  Epping  Urban 
District  is  substantially  the  same  as  that  for  the  whole  of  England- and  Wales 
whilst  the  rates  for  Harlow  Urban  District  and  I^Dping  & Ongar  Rural  District 
ore  considerably  higher.  The  crude  rote  for  Harlov/  at  32.9  per  1,000 
■population  is  still  one  of  the  highest  in  the  country. 

Turning  to  the  death  rates  it  can  be  seen  that  the  crude  rate  for 
Harlow  is  less  than  half  that  for  England  and  Wales  but  the  adjusted  rate  is 
a fraction  higher  than  the  national  rate.  The  crude  and  adjusted  rotes  for 
the  other  two  districts  do  not  differ  much  from  each  other  and  ore  lower  than 
those  f''r  England  and  Woles. 

^U1  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  in  the  Epping  Urban  District 
and  the  loping  and  Ongar  Rural  District  occurred  during  the  first  four  weeks  of 
life;  the  infant  mortality  rotes  ore,  therefore,  the  same  as  the  neonatal 
mortality  rates  and  in  both  districts  they  ore  considerably  laver  than  the 
neonatal  mortality  rates  for  England  and  v/ales.  In  Harlow  15  infants  died 
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before  reaching  the  age  of  one  month  and  8 between  the  age  of  one  month 
and  twelve  months.  The  infant  mortality  rate  is  roughly  the  same  as  the 
notional  rate,  but  the  neonatal  mortality  rate  is  slightly  lower. 

The  stillbirth  rates  for  Harlow  and  Epping  & Ongar  are  lower 
than  the  national  one.  The  Eioping  Urban  District  rote,  however,  is 
appreciably  higher,  but  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  small  total  number 
of  births  to  which  the  six  stillbirths  are  related. 

CJ^USES  OF  DEiiTH. 

In  the  Combined  Districts  542  deaths  vjeve  recorded  in  195^  (505  in 
1955)*  Diseases  of  the  heart  accounted  for  30.4%  of  all  deaths  (I65  cases) 
as  compared  with  31»4%  (l58)  in  1955»  17.9%  of  all  deaths  (96cases) 

were  due  to  malignant  tumours  (1955  *"  89  cases  = 17»7%  of  all  deaths). 

Analysing  more  closely  these  two  most  important  causes  of  death  some 
interesting  facts  emerge.  ^^Ithough  mortality  from  all  heart  diseases  except 
those  involving  coronary  arteries  has  decreased  since  1955 

(1955!  83  deaths  = 130.3  deaths  per  100,000  population) 

(1956:  77  deaths '=  109.9  deaths  per  100,000  -population) 

deaths  from  coronary  disease  v\rhich  is  attributed  to  a rich  diet  and  to 
strains  and  stresses  of  modern  living  have  increased  during  the  same  period. 

(19551  ^75  deaths  = 117.8  deaths  per  100,000  population) 

(1956;  88  deaths  = 125.6  deaths  per  100,000  xaopulation) 

The  cancer  figures  are  even  more  revealing.  Mortality  from  all 
malignant  tumours  except  those  of  lung  and  bronchus  has  slightly  decreased. 

(19551  76  deaths  = 119.3  deaths  per  100,000  population) 

(1956:  74  deaths  = 105.6  deaths  per  100,000  population) 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus  on  the  other  hand  show  an 
increase  of  over  50%  in  twelve  months. 

(1955J  13  deaths  = 20.4  deaths  per  100,000  population) 

(1956:  22  deaths  = 31*4  deaths  per  100,000  population) 

^nalysin^';;;  further  the  mortality  figures  for  malignant  neoplasms  of 
lung  and  bronchus  we  see  that  the  ratio  of  m.ale  to  female  deaths  in  1956 
Y;as  11  ; 1 (1955:  “ 6.5  : 1 ).  In  the  Epping  Urban  District  the  number  of 
deaths  fell  from  three  in  1955  to  two  in  1956  but  in  the  Harlow  Urban 
District  it  rose  during  the  corresponding  period  from  one  to  five  (three  of 
the  deceased  v/ere  old  inhabitants  of  Harlow)  and  in  the  Epping  <&  Ongar 
Rural  District  from  nine  to  fourteen. 

An  attempt  v/as  made  to  investigate  the  smoking  habits  of  the  twenty 
two  persons  v/ho  had  died  of  cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus  in  the  three  districts. 
The  next  of  kin  of  19  deceased  were  intervieY\7ed,  the  others  hod  changed 
address  and  could  not  be  found.  n 


The  following;  table  shows  the  average  daily  number  of  cigarettes  smoked 
by  the  persons  who  in  1956  died  of  cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus.  Not  a single 
non-smoker  was  found  in  this  group,  and  all  had  been  smokers  for  many  years. 
Some,  in  addition  to  cigarettes,  also  smoked  a pipe:- 


I ^ ^ — 

! Number  of  people  smoking  a daily  average 

of: 


Age  at  death 

0-14 

15-24 

25  and 
over 

Number  unknown 
but  said  to  be 
larged 

45-55 

— 

1 

1 

2 

56-65  t <■  * 

- 

2 

2 

1 

66-75 

1 

- 

2 

3 

Over  75  • • • 

1 

2 

1 

The  above  findin  ,s  are  not  intended  to  confirm  the  association  between 
cigarette  smoking  and  cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus  because  there  is  already 
amiale  evidence  to  prove  it.  This  modest  investigation  was  undertaken  in 
order  to  bring  home  the  facts  to  those  peoiole  in  the  three  districts  who  for 
psychological  reasons  do  not  want  to  face  the  truth  and  deceive  themselves 
into  believing  that  what  happens  elsavhere  to  others  cannot  happen  here  to  them. 

COMiUNICJffiLE  dl SENSES. 

Large  epidemics  of  killing:  diseases  are  now  a matter  of  the  past, 
but  communicable  diseases  nevertheless  still  demand  a large  amount  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health' s time  and  attention.  DesiDite  higher  standards 
of  living  and  improved  housing  and  general  sanitation  the  incidence  of 
intestinal  infections  has  been  steadily  increasing  in  this  country  during 
the  post  years.  In  addition,  obscure  virus  diseases  have  recently  made 
an  appearance  in  epidemic  form  and  although  fortunately  not  serioias  they 
are  a nuisance  to  the  patients  and  the  medical  profession  and,  by  causing 
loss  of  v>/orking  days,  have  a damaging  effect  on  the  economy  of  the  country. 

The  Combined  Districts  suffered  a large  outbreak  of  dysentery  in  the 
Spring  of  1956,  and  an  epidemic  of' vomiting  with  meningeal  involvement  in  the 
lost  quarter  of  the  year.  Altogether  I5I  cases  of  Sonne  c3ysentery  were 
notified  (Harlow  U.,D,107  “ Imping  & Ongar  R.D.  41  - E^ipin’';  U,D,3»)  but  it 
is  known  that  this  nimiber  is  only  a small  proportion  of  the  actual  total 
because  either  patients  with  mild  sytiiptoms  never  consulted  their  doctors 
or  the  latter  failed  to  notify  many  cases  which  ar^peored  to  them  to  be 
trivial.  Nevertheless,  there  was  some  improvement  in  the  case  finding 
of  intestinal  infections  in  general.  This  v/as  due  to  an  arrangement 
made  in  March  with  the  General  Practitioners  under  which  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  assumed  responsibility  for  arranging  laboratory  examinations  of 
specimens  of  stools  not  only  of  the  patients  but  also  of  all  home  contacts. 
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The  results  as  soon  as  available  "were  notified  to  the  General  Practitioners 
and  the  persons  concerned.  This  procedure,  althouch  imioosinc  additional 
work  on  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  v\rho  had  to  collect  the  specimens  and 
convey  them  to  the  laboratory,  presented  considerable  advantages  for  everybody 
concerned.  It  relieved  the  busy  General  Practitioner  of  the  task  of 
collecting  specimens  and  of  arrangin'’  for  their  examination,  .and  it  lead  to 
the  finding  amongst  the  contacts  of  a number  of  symptomless  carriers  V'lYio 
otherwise  would  have  escaped  detection.  Furthermore,  it  enabled  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  take  v/ithout  delay  such  preventive  measures 
as  were  required  under  the  various  acts  and  regulations.  Thus  53  children 
were  excluded  from  school  and  notices  under  the  Public  Health  (infectious 
Diseases)  Regulations,  1953>  v\?ere  served  on  6 food  handlers. 

' Towards  the  end  of  the  year  trials  wrere  started  v/ith  a new  preparation 
for  the  treatment  of  dysentery.  The  drugs  were  supplied  free  by  the  makers. 
May  & Baker  Ltd,  and  were  issued  to  a limited  number  of  General  Practitioners 
for  use  on  their  patients.  Results  of  the  treatment  ore  not  yet  available. 

Nineteen  cases  of  food  poisoning  of  which  one  was  fatal  (Harlow  U.D.ll. 
Epping  & Ongor  R.D.8.)  were  notified  during  1956  as  compared  with  46  cases 
inthe  jprevious  year.  There  were  t^vo  minor  outbreaks  involving  two  and 
four  persons  respectively  and  thirteen  single  cases..  The  causative  agents 
were  identified  as  Salmonella  enter! tidis  (l  case)  Salmonella  typhi -murium 
(5  cases  including  the  fatal  one)  and  coogulose  positive  staphylococci 
(4  cases).  In  nine  coses  the  cause  remained  undetected. 

One  of  the  outbreaks  of  food  poisoninfj;  was  of  some  epidemiological 
interest.  It  concerned  two  families  whose  only  common  item  of  diet  wras 
brawn  purchased  from  a local  butcher.  Other  people,  including  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  v\rho  had  consumed  this  foodstuff,  v;ere  not  affected. 
Some  of  the  brown  remained  in  the  shop  and  the  bacteriological  examination 
of  it  shoTwed  the  presence  of  stajphylococci.  During  a visit  to  the  shop  to 
investigate  it  vras  noticed  that  the  butcher's  assistant  hod  a flattened  nose 
and  that  it  w'as  partially  obstructed  by  a deflected  septum.  A swab  was 
taken  and  staphylococci  of  the  some  phage  type  as  those  in  the  brawn  were 
grown  from  it.  The  man  was  immediately  excluded  from  work  and  had  to 
undergo  prolonged  treatment  before  it  was  safe  for  him  to  resuroe  an 
occupation  involving  the  handlii'ig  of  food. 

Early  in  October  there  was  a shaarp  epidemic  outbreak  of  a virus 
infection  resembling  Epidemic  Nausea  and  Vomiting  but  v;ith  a joroportion 
of  cases  exhibiting  menin(.’ism  and  other  syniptoms  of  aseiotic  meningitis, 
simulating  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis-.  Harlow  was  hit  first  and  hardest, 
but  the  infection  also  sioread  to  the  other  districts  though  in  a milder  forri. 
It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  extent  of  the  epidemic  because  the  disease 
is  relatively  new  and  not  notifiable.  Moreover,  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases  the  patients  recovered  within  24/48  hours  without  coming  to  the 
attention  of  either  their  family  doctor  or  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
However,  from  the  available  inforr.iation  it  can  be  deduced  that  in  Harlow 
alone  there  were  several  hundred  cases,  over  I70  of  which  v/ere  rei^orted 
by  the  schools.  Fourteen  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital.  The 
outbreak  was  thoroughly  investigated  and  a -paper  on  it  is  pending  publication 
in  the  medical  press. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  annual  revision  of  the  tuberculosis  register  showed  a^j-ain  how 
difficult  it  is  to  obtain  accurate  data  for  all  cases.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  dependent  for  information  on  so  many  sources  (General 
Practitioners,  four  chest  clinics  servinc  the  area,  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  and  Chest  Physicians  for  other  areas)  that  some  mistakes  and 
omissions  are  inevitable.  The  register  has  now  been  brought  up  to 
date  by  the  addition  of  cases  v/hich,  though  not  nev/,  did  not  previously 
appear  in  it.  A few  other  cases  were  deleted  because  they  had  either 
recovered,  died  or  left  the  district  lorior  to  1956.  For  tliis  reason 
comparison  of  all  data  with  that  of  the  previous  year  would  be  misleading 
except  for  newly  notified  cases  which  in  1956  numbered  30  (Epping  U.d.S 
Harlow  U.D.  IZj.  and  Epping  & Ongar  R,JD.8.)  as  compared  with  29  in  1955* 

There  was  only  one  death  in  the  three  districts  (a  woman  from  Harlow) 
attributable  to  tuberculosis  (1955?  2 deaths).  Three  other  persons, 
although  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  died  from  other  causes. 

The  x^roportion  of  all  cases  on  the  tuberculosis  register  to  the 
population  of  the  district  v;as  highest  in  Epping  - 8.9  cases  per  1,000 
inhabitants  (Harlow  6.0  cases  per  1,000  inhabitants  and  Epping  & Ongar 
Rural  4»1  cases  per  1,000  inhabitants).  The  same  applies  to  the  new 
cases  notified  during  the  year  \7hich  in  Epping  amounted  to  1.0  per 
1,000  inhabitants  as  against  0.5  per  1,000  inhabitants  in  Harlow  and 
0.2  per  1,000  inhabitants  in  Epping  & Ongar.  (Notification  rate  for 
England  & Wales  0.8  per  1,000  population).  This  higher  incidence  of 
tubercu^-osis  in  Epping;  requires  investigation,  and  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  serving  the  area  has  been  asked  to  visit  Exapinx;  at  the  earliest 
oxoportunity  in  order  to  screen  the  whole  population  of  the  tov/n. 

J\rrangements  were  made  with  the  Chest  Clinic  m Epping  which 
serves  most  of  the  area  for  a better  exchange  of  information  and  closer 
co-operation  in  the  investigation  of  the  environmental  and  social 
conditions  of  all  new  cases  and  of  those  irrimigrating  into  the  area. 

B.C.G. vaccination  continued  to  be  offered  by  the  Local  Education 
i\uthority  to  school  children  aged  be  Ween  13  and  lif  years.  The  results 
for  each  district  are  given  in  Section  E,  of  the  report. 

ENVIRONl/iENT.^L  HYGIENE. 

Details  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  are  given  sex^arately  for 
each  district  in  Section  C.  of  the  report.  The  following  are  only  brief 
comments  on  some  sxoecial  aspects  of  environraental  hygiene. 

Housing. 


There  has  been  a considerable  droxo  in  the  number  of  houses  built 
by  each  of  the  three  Co  uncils  as  compared  v/ith  1955 • In  the  Epping  & 
Ongar  Rural  District,  but  not  in  the  other  tv/o  districts,  there  was  a 
similar  decline  in  private  building.  In  Harlow  the  construction  of 
dv/ellings  by  the  Development  Corporation  and  a private  firm  developing 
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an  area  in  Tye  Gre:en  proceeded  at  a satisfactory  pace.  J\ltogether  in 
1956,  1874  houses  were  built  in  the  Conbined  Districts  compared  v;ith 
2128  houses  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Glen  Poba  and  Riverfields  Estate  in  the  Epping  & Ongar  Rural 
District  remains  the  biggest  housing  problem  in  the  area,  and  is  more 
fully  dealt  with  on  page  57*  Here  it  will  suffice  to  looint  out 

that  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  how  in  the  20th  century  in  a civilised 
country  a large  group  of  people  con  be  allowed  to  live  under  such  primitive 
and  insanitary  conditions.  The  shack  development  is  continuing  unchecked, 
and  unless  the  problem  is  tackled  sioeedily  and  with  energy  it  may  become 
intractable. 

Early  in  the  year  a procedure  was  agreed  upon  with  the  housing  managers 
of  the  three  Councils  for  the  allocation  of  houses  on  medical  grounds.  Each 
application  supported  by  a medical  certificate  is  now  examined  by  the 
Medical  Officer,  of  Health  who,  after  inspection  of  the  house,  an  interview 
with  the  applicant  and  often  consultation  with  the  general  practitioner 
concerned,  submits  his  recommendatidns.  During  the  year  under  review  forty 
four  such  applications  were  investigated  (EiDping  Urban  District  8 - Harlow 
Urban  District  3 “ Epping  & Ongar  Rural  District  33) • 

E'ood. 


The  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  v;hich  came  into  force  on  1st 
January,  1956,  have  raised  hopes  of  great  improvements  in  the  generally 
low  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  this  country.  The  Public  Health  Inspectors 
have  set  out  enthusiastically  to  instruct  all  food  traders  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Regulations  and  have  carried  but  a large  ntuo.ber  of  inspections  in 
order  to  ensure  that  food  premises  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  new 
law*  This  has  already  produced  limited  but  encouraging  results,  though  it 
must  be  realised  that  bad  practices  cannot  be  changed  overnight  and  that  the 
provision  of,  say,  v;aslibasins,  is  in  itself  of  little  value  unless  food 
handlers  make  it  a habit  to  use  them.  It  will  take  years  of  educating  not 
only  the  food  traders  and  handlers  but  the  housewives  as  well  before  an 
appreciable  improvement  in  food  hygiene  can  be  achieved. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  County  Council  had  v\?orked  out  a plan  v;ith  the  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  for  the  measurement  of  atmospheric 
pollution  throughout  the  County,  and  in  December,  1955,  it  submitted 
proposals  to  the  three  District  Councils  for  the  installation  of  certain 
instruments  within  their  areas.  These  proposals  were  accepted  by  the 
Epping  and- Harlow  Urban  Districts  in  January,  1956,  and  by  the  Epping  & 

Ongar  Rural  District  in  June,  1956.  By  the  end  of  the  year  all  necessary 
apparatus  was  on  order  and  a deposit  gauge  had  actually  been  installed, 
in  Harlow. 
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PROBLEM  P;j\/IILIES 


In  March,  1956,  a Committee  for  the  Co-ordination  of  Prevention  of 
Break-up  of  Families  was  set  up  in  Harlow.  The  initiative  for  its  formation 
came  from  the  Mark  Hall  and  Netteswell  Coimnunity  j:^iSsoGiation  and  the 
organisation  and  functions  followed  the  lines  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  27/ 5L  of  November,  1954* 

The  following  persons,  served  on  the  Committee: - 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Co-ordinating  Officer. 

Health  Visitors. 

Children's  Officer. 

Probation  Officers. 

National  Assistance  Board  representative. 

N.S.P.C.C. Officer. 

Education  'Welfare  Officers. 

Diocesan  Moral  Velfare  Officer. 

Housing  Officer  - Harlow  Develox^ment  Corporation. 

Housing  Assistant  - Harlow  Urban  District  Council. 

Secretary  - Harlow  Citizens'  Advice  Bureau. 

Legal  Advice  Centre  representative. 

As  the  case  load  was  light  the  Corai:iittee  met  only  once  a quarter. 

During  the  year  eight  families  were  dealt  with  at  the  request  of  the  Housing 
Assistant,  Harlow  U.D.C.  (4  families),  the  Health  Visitors  (2  families) 
and  the  Legal  Advice  Centre  (2  families).  Three  of  these  families  had 
some  marital  and  financial  difficulties  but  were  not  considered  to  be 
"problem  families".  Two  others  had  in  the  course  of  the  year  improved 
to  such  an  extent  that  supervision  could  be  discontinued.  In  the  case 
of  the  remaining  three  families  the  statutory  and  voluntary  organisations 
whose  representatives  serve  on  the  Committee  continued  to  provide  help 
and  advice. 

In  the  Epping  Urban  District  one  family  v;as  dealt  with.  It  v;as  a 
childless  couple  who  lived  in  a ramshackle  house  which  was  extremely 
insanitary,  structurally  dangerous  and  generally  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
The  woman  v;as  seriously  ill  and  was  kept  by  her  husband  a virtual  prisoner 
in  the  house  so  that  she  could  not  receive  any  medical  attention.  A court 
order  had  to  be  obtained  in  order  to  gain  admission  to  the  premises  and 
the  woman  was  removed  to  hospital  v;here  she  slowly  recovered.  The  couple 
has  since  been  re-housed  by  the  Epping  Urban  District  Council. 

CARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE. 

Lack  of  time  and  resources  did  not  allow  a systematic  survey  of  the 
medico-social  needs  of  all  the  old  people  in  the  three  districts.  However, 
a number  of  cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  by  the  Police,  the  National  Assistance  Board,  the  Housin^g  Officers 
and  private  individuals.  In  each  cose  it  was  found  that  the  persons 
concerned  were  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  and  satisfactory  arrangements 
for  this  were  made  without  recourse  to  the  compulsory  powers  under  Section 
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47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Two  old  ladies  suffering 
from  moderate  senile  dementia  presented  a particularly  difficult  problem 
because  they  refused  all  help  and  their  condition  was  not  bad  enough  for 
either  removal  to  suitable  premises  under  the  National  Assistance  Act 
or  for  certification  under  the  Lunacy  Acts. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Lock  of  time  and  shortage  of  funds  set  a limit  to  what  could  be 
done  in  this  field.  During  the  year  under  review  a modest  larogramme  of 
health  education  was  undertaken,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gave 
talks  to  various  organisations  on  vaccination  ao-ainst  poliomyelitis  (4  talks)? 
the  health  problems  of  the  school  child  (l  talk)  and  the  v/ork  of  the 
World  Health  Organisation  (l  talk).  This  latter  talk  was  followed  by 
a film  show  and  was  ^iven  on  the  occasion  of  World  Health  Day. 

In  conjunction  with  the  County  Council  three  meetings  on  Home 
Safety  were  held  for  old  jpeople' s ' organisations.  Posters  and  leaflets 
on  various  subjects  were  also  v\ridely  used  for  health  education.  Particular 
mention  must  be  made  of  the  effort  to  acquaint  senior  pupils  of  secondary 
schools  with  the  danger  of  cigarette  smoking  in'  relation  to  cancer  of 
the  lung.  Unfortunately  the  choice  of  material  obtainable  for  the 
purpose  Yi/as  limited,  and  the  leaflets  distributed  v/ere  not  xoarticularly 
suitable.  The  local  press  was  used  to  warn  the  people  of  the  dangers 
of  bathing  in  jpolluted  rivers  and  streams  and  to  publish  information 
about  the  work  of  the  'World  Health  Organisation. 

The  Harlow  Urban  District  Council  authorised  the  production  of 
a Home  Safety  Handbook  and  arrangements  were  made  with  a firm  specialising 
in  this  type  of  publication  for  the  issue  of  the  handbook  tovrards  the  end 

of  1957. 

JVIEDICAL  EXAI'/gNATIONS  01'  COUNCIL  STAFF. 


During  the  year  fifty  persons  either  already  employed  or  about  to 
be  employed  were  medically  examined  for  superannuation  or  sick  ]pay  scheme 
purposes.  Details  are  given  below: - 


Authority. 

Number 

Result  of 

examination 

examined 

Fit. 

Not 

Fit 

Decision 

deferred. 

Imping  U .D . G.  ... 

13 

12 

1 

- 

Harlow  U.D.C.  ... 

29 

24 

4 

1 

looping  & Ojigar  R.D.C. 

8 

8 

- 

- 

— — 

Total; - 

_5 

J, 

15 


NB.7  PUBLIC  HEJiLTH  LEGISLxiTION. 


During  the  year  under  review  the  following  new  i\cts  of  Parliament, 
which  have  a direct  or  indirect  bearing  on  i^ublic  health  received  Royal 
Assent: - 


Housing;  Subsidies  iict,  1956 

^Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  & Welfare  Provisions)  ^Act,  1956 
Clean  Mr  Mt,  1956. 

Slum  Clearance  (Compensation)  Mt,  1956. 

In  addition  mention  must  be  made  of  the, Sanitary  Inspectors  (Change 
of  Designation)  ^ct,  1956,  which,  although  not  affecting  public  health, 
concerns  officers  whose  main  function  is  public  health. 

ATithout  ar;p  doubt  the  Cleon  iiir  iAct  is  the  most  important  and  far 
reaching  legislation  of  the  year  and  it  is  a matter  for  regret  that  so 
little  attention  and  publicity  has  been  given  to  it  throughout  the 
country.  If  the  Local  .Authorities  upon  v;hom  rests  the  onus  of 
implementing  the  main  provisions  of  this  ^ct  proceed  with  energy  and 
determination  it  will  in  time  rank  amongst  the  great  public  health 
acts  of  tMs  country.  Having  already  secured  the  provision  of 
v;holesome  water  and  reasonably  clean  food  we  may  now  look  forward  to 
a time  when  it  will  finally  be  possible  to  breathe  clean  air. 
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I.  The  Health  Services  _'.dministered  by  the  Essex  County  Council* 

Maternity  and  child  welfare,  inmunisations,  health  visiting, 
domiciliary,  midwifery  and  nursing,  home  help  and  the  school  health 
services  continued  to  be  provided  by  the  County  Council  through  the 
i^rea  Health  Sub-Corxiittees  and  the  Divisional  Executives. 

The  following  information  was  supplied  by  Dr.  P.  G.  Brown  and  Dr. 
J.  L.  Miller  Hood,  Medical  Officers  for  the  Forest  and  Mid-Essex  j\reas 
and  Divisions  respectively: - 


■Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

(a)  .Ante-natal  attendances 

(b)  Post  -natal  attendances 

Child  Y/elfare  Clinics. 


Eppin^g 

Harlow 

E-pping 

Urban 

Urban 

& Ongar 

District 

District 

Rural 

District 

217 

5130 

256  ) 

- 

134 

7 ) 

Tota 


574 


iittendances:  - 

Under  1 year. 

1-5  years 

Yfomen*s  Vfelfare  Clinics 

■Attendances. 

Midwifery  & Home  Nursing. 

No.  of  cases  attended  by  midwives: 

a)  as  midwives  

b)  as  maternity  nurses. 

No. of  visits  paid  by  home  nurses.. 
Health  Visiting. 

No. of  visits  made 

Immunisations . 

Smallpox  

Revaccinations 

Diphtheria 

Booster  doses. 

Hhooping  Cough 

Booster  doses 


967 

14224 

3492  ) 

2692 

879 

4563 

2796  ) 

111 

- 

- 

1] 

48 

414 

210  ) 

9: 

6 

60 

174  ) 

3975 

7991 

13779 

257i' 

1357 

12873 

6070 

203 

129 

655 

293 

10- 

13 

87 

73 

1 

179 

853 

438 

14 

68 

21k 

211 

4 

86 

310 

310 

7 

- 

17 

13 

18 


Vaccination  against  loolioinyelitis  commenced  in  May  and  was  confined 
to  children  born  in  May  and  November  betv/een  the  year  194’!/'  ^nd 
However,  as  a precautionary  measure  immunisations  against  the  disease  as 
vi/ell  as  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  were  suspended  during  the 
summer  months  when  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  is  normally  highest. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  vaccine  and  because  of  the  limited  time  available 
only  a very  small  proportion  of  the  children  in  the  three  districts  was 
vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis.  The  exact  number  is  not  yet  available. 

The  County  Council’s  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  continued  to 
function  satisfactorily  and  were  on  the  whole  well  attended. 

The  school  health  service  again  played  an  important  part  in  the 
prevention  of  illness  amongst  the  children  of  the  three  districts.  Routine 
medical  inspections  in  the  schools  were  carried  out  as  in  the  previous  years 
and  cases  requiring  particular  attention  were  dealt  with  in  the  school 
clinics.  The  rapid  increase  of  the  school  pupulation  in  Harlow  necessitated 
the  extension  of  some  of  the  special  services.  The  number  of  ox)hthalmic 
sessions  was  increased  from  Wo  to  three  a month  and  of  physiotherapy 
sessions  from  one  to  Wo  a week.  In  orthoptic  clinic  was  established  in 
April. 

Unfortunately  other  school  health  services  were  disrupted  through 
staff  difficulties.  The  speech  therapist  serving  Harlov;  and  the  area 
of  the  former  Epping  Rural  District  resigned  in  May  and  ’vvas  not  replaced 
until  several  months  later.  Similarly  the  school  dentist  aiopointed  to 
Harlow  in  March  resigned  four  months  later  and  another  one  has  not  yet  been 


found. 


D.C.G. vaccination  was  offered  to  school  children  beWeen  the 
age  of  thirteen  and  fourteen  with  the  following  results;- 


No. to  No. given  No. who  gave  No. vaccinated 

whom  tuberculin  a positive  with  E.C.G-. 

offered  test  on  reaction 


receipt , of 

parents’ 

consent 


Epping  Urban  District...  137  72 

Harlow  Urban  District...  208  I50 

Epping  & Ongar  Rural 
District. 


59 

113 


In  special  cases  recuperative  holidays  were  provided  and  eight 
school  children  from  the  three  districts  were  sent  to  convalescent  homes 


II.  G-eneral  Provision  of  Medical  Services. 


General  Practitioners. 

The  three  districts  are  well  served  by  General  Practitioners 
with  whon  f'iood  relations  were  maintained  throughout  the  year.  The 
Nuffield  Trust  Health  Centres  in  Harlow  which  house  the  General 
Practitioners  as  well  as  Local  Authority  Health  Staff  helloed  towards 
the  close  co-operation  betv/een  the  family  doctors  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Hospitals. 

St.  Margarets  Hospital,  Epping,  and  to  a much  smaller  degree  the 
Herts  & Essex  Hospital,  Lishops  Stortford,  have  provided  consultant 
and  in-patient  treatment  for  the  population  of  the  area.  By  the  end  of 
the  year  there  v/as  still  no  definite  news  about  the  proposed  hospital 
for  Harlow,  and  even  now  that  the  North  East  Metropolitan  Regional 
Plospital  Hoard  has  given  1958  os  the  date  for  construction  to  start,  many 
people  of  Harlow  who  for  the  past  years  have  seen  the  building  of  the 
hospital  continuously  postponed  and  its  proposed  size  reduced,  are  veiy 
sceptical  and  regard  the  whole  x^ro'ject  os  a myth. 

The  Ongar  ''./or  Memorial  Hospital  continued  to  function  as  a 
General  Practitioners'  Hospital  despite  serious  staffing  difficulties. 

The  good  liaison  between  the  hospitals  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  was  further  stren^gthened  through  his  attendance  at  meetinf's  of  the 
Epping  Hospital  Group  Medical  Advisory  Committee  of  which  he  is  a member. 

Laboratory  Services. 

' The  facilities  provided  by  the  veiy  helpful  pathological  department 
ht  St.  Margaret's  Hospital,  Epping,  were  extensively  used  for  routine  work. 
During  the  dysentery  outbreak  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  195^  over 
500  rectal  sv^^/abs  were  submitted  for  culture.  Later  in  the  year  the 
laboratory  carried  out  examinations  of  stools,  blood  and  nose  and  throat 
swabs  of  cases  of  aseptic  meningitis  investigated  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Virus  research  and  special  identification  of  organisms  responsible 
for  food  poisoning  were  carried  out  at  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Colindale. 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories  were  used  for  routine  v/ater 
examinations  and  other  special  tests. 
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EPPING  URBi^N  DISTRICT 


I.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District » 

General  Data. 

Area  (in  acres) 1,4-88 

Resident  population  (Registrar  General's  mid-year 

estimate) 7^94^ 

Number  of  occupied  houses  (mid-year) 2,432 

Number  of  houses  per  acre  (average).. 1.6 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  (average) 5»3 

Number  of  persons  per  house  (average) 3»3 

Rateable  value  (mid-year,  1956) £110,763 

Product  of  a penny  rate  (financial  year  1956/57) £450 

The  rate  in  the  pound  (financial  year  1956/57) 16/ 6d 

Births  M.  F. 

(a)  Live  Births  ...  ...  Legitimate  64  66 

Illegitimate  _4  _2 

Total;  - ^ 68 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  population  17*1 

Adjusted  rate.  ..."  " " 15»9 

England  and  Wales  ..."  " " 15»7 

(b)  Stillbirths  Legitimate  2 3 

Illegitimate  _1 

Total:  - 2 4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  42.2 

" " " " " (England  and  Wales)  23. 0 


22 


Deaths  M.  F. 

(a)  ;\11  ages  , ^5 

Crude  rate per  1,000  population.  10.3 

Adjusted  rate..............  " " ’’  10.1 

England  and  YiTales " " ' 11»7 


(b)  Infants  under  1 year. of  age 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate _2 

Tot.al:-  _2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.......  14»7 

” ” " England  and  '\7ales  23*8 


(c)  Infants  under  1+  weeks  - of  age 


■ ■ Legitimate. 

Illegitimate _2 

Total;  - _2 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per '1,000  'live  births......  ■ . ,14»7 

" " ' England  and  Wales  . l6.9 
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Causes,  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 


i^ll  causes 


. . .4.7.  35  82 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory* 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3*  Syphilitic  disease 

4*  Diphtheria 

3*  iThooping  cough. 

6.  Meningococcal  infections. 

7.  4cute  poliomyelitis... 

8.  Measles. 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases.. 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  ma'lignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

15.  Leukaemia,  a leukaemia 

16*  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

19.  Hypertension  v/ith  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease.’ 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease..'....'......... 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24*  Bronchitis.. 

25.  Other  diseases  of  the  -respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases.. 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34*  -All  other  accidents 

35 • Suicides 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
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CoCTiiunicab le  Diseases  - Tuberculosis 


Pulmonary  Non-Fulmonary  Total 

M.  P.  M.  P. 

Number  of  cases  on  the  register 

at  1st  January,  1956 21  20  3 1 45 


Number  of  cases  added  to  the 
register  during  1956:- 


New  cases 5 2 - 1 8 

Iravard  transfers. 8 14  1 - 23 


Number  of  cases  removed  from 
the  register  during  1956: - 

Deaths. - - - - 

Outward  transfers 2 3 “ **  5 

Patients  cured. - - - - 


Number  of  patients  remaining 

on  the  register  at  31* 12 *56.  32  33  42  71 
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Table  showing  the  monthly  number  of  new  claims 
for  sickness  benefit  submitted  to  the  Epping  Office  of  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance. 


Month  Claims 


January. 256 

February. 209 

March I40 

April. 124 

May 123 

June. 102 

July. 112 

August.' ' 63 

September. 101 

October... I6I 

November. 139 

December. .......................  184 
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II.  Sanitary  Circumstances. 


The  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  as  follows: - 


\7ater. 

The  quantity  of  v/ater  provided  was  adequate.  Since  the 
middle  of  the  year,  however,  coiigplaints  have  been  received  from  local 
consumers  about  the  discolouration  of  the  supply.  Samples  were  taken 
and  it  was  found  that  the  trouble  was  due  to  a high  iron  content  of 
the  water.  In  his  report  the  analyst  conmented  that  the  water  could 
be  "expected  to  give  rise  to  complaints  from  domestic  consumers". 

Representations  were  made  to  the  Herts  & Essex  Hater  Company 
who  admitted  receiving  a number  of  complaints  but  these,  they  felt,  were 
not  serious  enough  to  suggest  p radical  fault  in  the  supply  system. 

The  CoiTgpany  also  expressed  the  view  that  in  most  cases  the  complaints 
could  be  traced  to  disturbances  in  the  supply  caused  either  by  emergency 
operations  of  valves  or  the  cutting  off  of  the  mains  in 'oVder  to  provide 
water  to  new  building  sites.  They  promised  to  carry  out  more  frequent 
flushing  of  the  mains  which  they  believed  would  solve  the  problem. 

The  public  were  invited  by  "the  Council  to  submit  particulars 
of  their  complaints  both  to  the  Comxjany  and  to  the  Council  who  are 
keeping  the  position  constantly  under  reviev;.  ’ ’ 

Drainage  and  Sew^eragc. 

At  both  sewage  works  staff  difficulties  were  experienced,  and 
for  long  periods  there  were  not  enough  men  available  to  carry  out  the 
work,  particularly  in  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  the  pimps.  It 
v/as,  in  fact,  necessary  to  engage  the  services  of  the  manufacturers  to 
overhaul  the  puj^ps  at  the  Southern  Outfall. 

Trouble  was  also  experienced  from  trespassers  who  not  only 
damaged  buildings  but  interfered  with  the  working  of  the  plant.  In  one 
case  the  opening  of  valves  during  the  weekend  was  considered  to  be  the 
direct  cause  of  a bod  saiiple  of  effluent  taken  from  the  Northern  Outfall. 
Locking  devices  were  installed  and  the  assistance  of  the  Police  sought 
to  prevent  trespassing.  Two  further  samples  of  effluent  taken  during 
the  year  proved  satisfactory,  which  seemed  to  confirm  that  the  initial 
trouble  ivas  in  fact  the  result  of  activities  of  trespassers. 

Sanplos  token  by  the  Essex  River  Board  of  the  effluent  from 
the  Southern  Outfall  proved  satisfactory. 

Three  cases  of  obstruction  in  the  main  sewers  were  dealt 
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with  during  the  year.  In  each  of  them  the  obstructions  were  thought 
to  be  due  to  builders'  materials  finding  their  way  into  the  main  pipes. 

The  heavy  summer  storms  also  caused  sev/ers  to  overflow,  in 
two  parts  of  the  area.  In  the  first,  on  the  Crows  Estate,  the  main 
soil  sewer  became  surcharged  on  two  or  three  occasions  during  heavy 
storms  and  caused  a back  flov/  into  the  gardens  of  some  private  houses. 
To  remedy  this  difficulty  one-way  boll  valves  have  been  fitted  which 
should  close  the  house  drains  to  any  surcharge  from  the  main  sewers. 

In  the  second  case  surface  water  only  was  involved.  A remedy 
was  found  in  connecting  an  overflow  from  a road  gully  into  the  house 
drainage  system. 

Housing. 

(a)  G-eneral 

Total  number  of  occupied  houses  as  at  31*  12. 56* 2479 


New  houses  erected  by  Epping  Urban  District  Council....  22 

" ” " " Chingf ord  Borough  Council 42 

” " ” " private  enterprise 90 


The  maj’ority  of  the  houses  coii5)leted  by  the  Council  were  let  to 
families/  transferred  from  clearance  areas,  and  the  remainder  were  allocated 
in  accordance  with  the  points  scheme.  Jkiendments  to  the  scheme  in  1955 
resulted  in  priority  being  given  to  those  applicants  w’ho  hod  been  on  the 
housing  list  for  two  years  or  more.  dn  increased  number  of  houses,  flats 
and  bungalows  should  become  available  during  1957  as  a result  of  a large 
contract  let  duriiig  the  current  year. 

Chingford  Borough  Council  completed  the  development  of  their 
Tower  Estate  and  commenced  the  erection  of  houses  on  their  Beaconfield 
site. 

(b)  Repairs. 


Intiraation  notices  - served  . . ; . ;i . 18 

Statutory  notices'  served. i i .nil 

Inspections  carried  out. . v . 75 

(c)  Improvement  Grants  (Housing-  Act.  • 1949) 

J\pplications  considered' and  approved........  8 


(d)  Clearance  Area  Programme. 

Families  re-housed  and  properties  left  empty 
on  undertakings  from  owners..... 18 
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Further  progress  was  made  v/ith  the  Council’s  five  year  programme 
prepared  in  1954^  about  half  of  the  properties  included  in  it  having  now 
been  cleared.  Property  owners  continued  to  be  co-operative  and  in  no 
case  was  a formal  objection  lodged  either  with  the  Council  or  the  Ministry. 
Undertakings  not  to  re-let  v/ere  given  in  all  cases,  and  although  no 
actual  demolition  was  carried  out  it  is  known  that  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  this  work  to  coiimience  in  1957 • 

Public  Conveniences. 

^s  in  previous  years  considerable  wilful  damage  was  caused  to 
the  conveniences  and  although  the  assistance  of  the  Police  was  sought 
it  was  found  impossible  to  apprehend  the  culprits  or  to  prevent  further 
damage. 

During  the  severe  weather  experienced  early  in  the  year  it  became 
necessary  to  close  the  buildings  for  short  periods  of  time. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Considerable  difficulty  was  escperienced  in  recruiting  staff, 
particularly  drivers*  ‘ 

A new  vehiicle  was  delivered  during  the  year  and  an  old  one  v/as 
thoroughly  reconditioned.  A third  vehicle  is  now  kept  for  use  in 
emergencies,  and  the  position  as  far  as  lorries  is  concerned  is  much 
improved.  Refuse  is  still  disposed  of  at  the  Harlow  tip  by  arrangement 
with  the  Harlow  Urban  District  Council. 

Inspection  of  Food. 

(a)  General 

There  were  78  food  premises  in  the  district  comprising  the 
following  trades:- 


Grocery  and  provisions  19 

Confectioners 7 

Canteens..... 9 

Greengrocers.. 4 

Licensed  premises. 15 

Restaurants  and  cafes 11 

Bakers  and  confectioners. 3 

Fish  shops. 4 

Butchers 6 
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(b)  Premises  Repiistered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food 

& Dru^s  -Act,  1955 » 


Sale  of  ice  cream 10 

Pried  fish  shops ' 2 

Preparation  and  sale  of  preserved  meats. 2 


(c)  Dairies. 

Three  premises  in  the  District  were  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-1954* 

(^)  Inspections  - Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955~56 

These  long  awaited  Regulations  came  into  operation  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  and  were  in  most  cases  well  received  .by  the 
various  trades  concerned.  .The  principal  difficulties  experienced  v\/ere 
in  connection  with  premises  not  designed  for  the  food  trade  and  lacking 
space  for  accommodating  equipment  required  by  the  Regulations. 

In  two  cases  temporary  certificates  of  exemption  were  issued  to 
enable  structural  alterations  to  be  made  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
Regulations. 

During  the  year  120  inspections  Were  made  as  a result  of  which  the 
defects  found  were  remedied,  or  additional  equipment  was  installed  in 
the  following  categories  of  premises: - 


Grocery  and  provisions 5 

Confectioners..... 2 

Canteens 4 

Greengrocers..... 1 

Licensed  premises. . 3 

Restaurants  and  cafes.. 3 

Bakers  and  confectioners. 3 

Fish  shops. 3 

Butchers 4 


(e)  Condemned  Food 

-t^rising  out  of  inspection  and  subsequent  condemnation  the 
following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  by  the  owners.  With  the  exception 
of  raw  fish  and  meat  v/hich,  after  staining,  v\rere  allowed  to  be  used  by 
soap  manufacturers,  the  other  food  was  disposed  of  on  the  refuse  tip.  - 

Meat 


(l)  Fresh 

Hind  quarter  of  beef  weighing  137  Ihs. 
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(2)  Tinned 

Corned  beef  - 2 - 6lb  tins. 

Pork  luncheon  meat  - 4“  31b. 5oz, tins. 

Luncheon  meat  - 1 tin. 

New  Zealand  minced  pork  - 15  cartons  each  average  37  lbs. 
Danish  pork  and  beef  luncheon  meat  - 1 - 41b  tin. 

Jellied  veal  - 1 •-  6lb  tin. 

Pawl . 

Turkey  - 1 weighing  l6lbs. 

Pish. 


Cod  fillets  - 3 boxes  - 2 stone  each. 

Dog  fish  - 6 stone 

Smoked  kippers  - 3 boxes  - 14  lbs  each. 

Vegetables. 

Potatoes  “ 130  lbs. 

Pruit  (Canned) 

Peeled  tomatoes  - 83  - 8oz.  tins. 

Cherries  - 3 tins. 

Strawberries  - 1 tin. 

Cereal. 

Spaghetti  - 1 tin.  • • ■ • ^ ■ = 

(f)  Ice  Cream.  

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the. district  and  local  vendors 
continued  for  the  mast  part  to  obtain. their  supplies  from  large  and  reputable 
producers.  Six  saii5)les  were  taken  and  upon  examination  were  graded 

as  follows; - 


Grade  I . 
Grade  II . 
Grade  III 

Rodent  Control. 


3 samples 
2 ” 

1 " 


The  Council’s  part-time  Rodent  0 per a tive  dealt  with  43  private 
residences  and  three  sets  of  business  loremises. 
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■Atmospheric  Pollution* 

■Although  the  provisions  of  the  Glean  A\ir  i^ct,  195^,  did  not  come 
into  operation  during  the  year,  some  consideration  was  given  to  the  discharge 
of  smoke  from  the  local  hospital.  Representations  were  made  and  the 
hospital  authorities  agreed  that  there  v/as  cause  for  complaint  and  suggested 
that  the  trouble  arose  from  inexperienced  staff.  They  promised  improvement 
and  the  matter  is  being  kept  under  observation.  ‘ 

Factories. 


Special  attention  was  given  to  a new  factory  from  whose  cellulose 
spraying  booth  objectionable  firnies  were  emitted.  As  the  result  of 
representations  from  the  Council  additional  washing  plant  for  the  fumes 
\vas  installed.  ' 


More  sanitary  accommodation  was- also  provided  in  a factory  which, 
because  of  expansion,  had  engaged  additional  staff. 


Inspections. 

Premises  No.  on 

Register 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4  & 6 
are  to' be  enforced  by 
Local  ■Authorities.  5 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  v\/hich  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  ■Authority  34 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  .Authority  7 


Inspections  b;ritten  Occupiers 

Notices  Prosecuted 


5 


18 


4 


Total  ... 


46 


27 
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HARLOW  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District* 
General  Data. 


Area  (in  acres) 

6,313 

Resident  population  (Registrar  General 
estimate) 

' s mid-year 

29,830 

Number  of  occupied  houses  (mid-year) . . 

9,646 

Number  of  houses  per  acre  (average)... 

1-5 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  (average),. 

4.7 

Number  of  persons  per  house  (average). 

3.1 

Rateable  value  (mid-year,  1956)....... 

Product  of  a penny  rate  (financial  year  1956/57) • 

£1,625 

The  rate  in  the  pound  (financial  year 

1956/57)... 

17/- 

Births. 

M.' 

P. 

(a)  Live  Births  

Legitimate 

505 

455 

Illegitimate 

_2 

Total; r 

462 

Crude  rate,. per  1,000  population 

Adjusted  rate " ” " 

England  and  Wales....  " " " 


32.9 

21.7 

15.7 


(b)  Stillbirths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total;  - 


11 

11 


10 

10 


Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
" ’•  " ” " England  and  Wales. 


20.9 

23.0 
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Deaths 


M 


F, 


(a)  All  ap;es. . 71 

Crude  rate  .per  1, -000  -population.  * 5«0 

Adjusted  rate.......  " ’■  11.8 

England  and- Yf ales.,  " " . . ‘11, 7 


(b)  Infants  under  1 year  of^  -age. 

Legitimate 12  11 

■Illegitimate. .......  “ “ 

Total: - 12  11 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  2,3  »k 
" " . . . E.ngland  and  YYales.. . .....  . . 23.8 


(c)  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  .age, 


Neonatal  mortality 

ti  It 


Legit, imate 
Illegitimate 

Total:- 


9 • 9, 


9 

•9 


rate  per  1,000  live  births  15*3 
-•  England  and  Wales 16»9 
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Causes  of  Death. 


Male  Female  Total 


^11  Causes 


76  71  347 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory... - 1 

2,  Tuberculosis,  other 

3»  Syphilitic  disease. 

4*  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough - - 

6.  Meningococcal  infections - 1 

7*  Acute  poliomyelitis. 

8.  Measles. 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases........  - - 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 2 1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus... 5 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast - 2 

13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus... - 1 

14»  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 3 5 

15»  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia. - 2 

16.  Diabetes. .......  1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system... 5 10 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 15  11 

19.  I^ypertens ion  with  heart  disease. - 2 

20.  Other  heart  disease... 6 8 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease. 3 1 

22.  Influenza 1 

23.  Pneumonia 3 6 

24.  Bronchitis 6 2 

25.  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 1 1 

27.  Gastritis,  .enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations. 2 2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 11  12 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 4 

34*  All  other  accidents 3 3 

35»  Suicides. 2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 


1 


1 


3 
5 
2 
1 

10 

2 

1 

15 

26 

2 

14 

4 
1 
9 
8 

2 


1 

4 

23 

4 

6 

2 


36. 


Comaunicable  Diseases  (except  Tuberculosis) 


Incidence  rate  per 
100,000  population 
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The  incidence  rate  of  infective  hepatitis  and  ]piJeiperal  pyrexia  for  England 
and  Vfales  are  not  available. 


Comunicable  Diseases  - Tuberculosis 


Pulmonary  N on-Pulmonary  Total 


M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

Number  of  cases  on  the  register  at 

1st  January,  1956. 

41 

51 

3 

6 

101 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 
register  during  1956:- 

New  cases 

4 

9 

1 

14 

Inward  transfers 

41 

34 

5 

1 

81 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 

register  during  1956:- 

3?  Deaths  . 

1 

1 

2 

Outward  transfers. 

3 

2 

-■ 

1 

6 

Patients  cured. 

3 

1 

- 

- 

4 

Diagnosis  amended. 

2 

2 

- 

- 

4 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 

register  at  3 i • •36** •• •• ••• • •••• 

77 

88 

8 

7 

18( 

s One  death  was  from  causes  other  than  tuberculosis. 
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Table  showing  the  monthly  number  of  new  claims  for 
sickness  benefit  submitted  to  the  Harlow  Office  of  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance 


Month  Claims 


January. . 558 

February. * 531 

March. 418 

4pril.. 278 

May. 3^1 

June 259 

July 265 

August. 211 

September 282 

October, 418 

Noveniber 332 

December 294 
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II.  Sanita]:y  Circumstances 


The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  as  follOT/s; 


'I'^ater. 


The  main  water  supply  to  the  whole  of  the  district  was  adequate  in 
quantity  and  of  a high  standard  of  chemical  and  bacterial  purity*  There 
were  eleven  wells  still  in  use  and  water  from  these  was  also  satisfactory. 


The  following  information  was  obtained  from  the  General  Manager, 
Herts  & Essex  \fater  Company,  the  statutory  water  undertakers  in  the  area;- 


Water  supplied  unmeasured  (domestic) 

" " by  meter  (trade)  ...  .. 

Total  consumption  for  year  ...  .. 

i^verage  consun^tion  per  day  (domestic)  .. 

" " " " (trade) 

liverage  daily  consumption  (all  purposes). 
Consumption  per  head  per  day  (domestic) . . 

" " " " " " (trade)  .. 

" " *'  " " " (all  purposes) 


277.425.000  gallons 

188.917.000  '* 

466.342.000  ” 

758,000  " 
516,000  " 

1,274,000  ” 

23.36  " 

15.91  " 

39.27 


9.8  miles  of  trunk  and  distribution  mains  from  3"  to  18"  in 
diameter  were  laid  bringing  the  total  length  of  mains  v;ithin  the 
district  to  65*01  miles. 


The  Conpany  have  allocated  contracts  and  work  is  proceeding  on 
stage  2 of  their  capital  works  programme  to  secure  further  bulk  water 
for  the  development  of  Harlow.  This  involves  the  construction  of 
three  new  bores  and  pumping  stations  at  Thundridge,  the  extension 
of  the  re-pumping  station  at  Hadham  and  a new  21"  diameter  trunk 
main  from  Hadham  to  the  reservoir  at  Rye  Hill.  These  new  works 
should  ensure  adequate  supplies  for  the  completion  of  the  New  Town 
provided  that  there  is  no  excessive  demand  for  water  by  induo '^ry 
and  trade. 


During  the  year  69  samples  of  water  were  submitted  by  the  Company 
to  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratories  for  examination.  In  every 
case  the  analysts  reported  wholesome  water  of  a high  standard  of 
bacterial  purity. 

Nine  samples  of  water  were  submitted  by  the  Local  Authority  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination.  They  wore  token  from  the 
following  sources: - 

Main  supply  1 

\/atercress  beds 5 

v/ells  ...  ...  ...  2 

River  ...  ...  ...  1 

Three  complaints  about  water  were  received  during  the  year, two  of  them 

itC. 


ccncsming  the  main  supp3-y.  All  v^rere  disposed  of  satisfactorily. 
Thirty-eight  visits  -were  made  to  premises  in  connection  with  v^rater 
supplies . 


Sewerage . 


Sewerage  of  the  town  v/as  adequate  with  the  exception  of  the  Latton 
Street,  Kingsmoor  Road  and  Harlov^r  Road  areas  which  were  in  existence  before 
the  construction  of  the  new  town. 

Tho  Harlov>/  Council  considered  the  provision  of  sewers  in  these  parts 
of  the  district  and  resolved  to  start  with  the  laying  of  a sev/er  in  Latton 
Street.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  the  Minister's  approval  for  the 
work  hod  not  yet  been  received. 

Property  ov/ners  in  Little  Parndon  and  Hare  Street  v/ere  able  to 
connect  to  sewers  v/hich  wore  provided  in  those  areas  by  the  Harlow 
Development  Corporation  and  the  Harlow  Urban  District  Council  respectively. 

Much. of  the  sewage  was  carried  to  the  Rye  Meads  disposal  works 
which' ore  under  the  control  of  the  Harlow  Development  Corporation,  but 
the  old  disposal  v/brks  at  Harlow  and  at  Burnt  Mill  were  still  in  operation. 

The  Council  continued  to  carry  out  the  emptying  of  cesspools  and  pail 
closets  in  the  district. 

Dufing  the  year  twelve  statutory  notices  were  served  upon  owners  of 
property  for  the  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system 
and  for  tho  connection  of  the  j^remises  to  the  sewer  . 

Rive_rs  ^ ond  t r e a ms . 

Tho  section  of  the  river  Stort  which  runs  along  the  northern  end  of  the 
district  receives  effluents  from  the  sewage  disposal  works  situated  at 
Netteswell  and  Harlow.  The  condition,  of  the  water  is  similar  to  that  of 
most'  rivers  in  the  country. 

Public  Conveniences . 

Public  conveniences  are  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Council  and 
are  situated  at  London  Road,  The  Stow,  The  High  and  Potter  Street. 

Public  C.'^ea.'  jingo 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Council  submits  the  following 
infonnation  concerning  the  collection  snd  disposal  of  refuse: - 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  all  residential  properties 

in  the  town  and  trade  refuse  from  shops  and  business  premises  as 

frequently  as  necessary.  For  the  latter  service  the  Council 

makes  a charge  on  an  agreed  basis. 
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The  Council’ s plant  is  composed  almost  entirely  of 
coirpletely  enclosed  diesel  engine,  large  capacity, 
hydraulically  compressed  refuse  collectors* 


Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  Hedricks  Lane, 
in  the  Urban  District  of  Sawbridgevvorth  where  the  Council 
operates  an  International  Drott  Skid  Shovel  B6K3»  Refuse 
from  the  Urban  Districts  of  Vifaltham  Holy  Cross,  Sawbridgevvorth 
and  Epping  as  v;ell  as  from  part  of  the  Epping  <&  Ongar  Rural 
District,  is  also  tipped  there  against  payment  to  the  Harlow 
Council.  The  capacity  of  the  tip  is  such  that  facilities 
for  refuse  disposal  will  be  available  there  for  approximately 
another  ten  ^'■ears.  The  total  amount  of  refuse  disposed  of  in 
1956  was  in  the  region  of  12,600  tons. 


Housing. 


General. 


Number  of  occupied  houses  (as  at  31*12.56.)  • 10,384- 


' houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority 984- 

' " " " ” Harlav  Development  Corp....  8,282 

' " privately  owned 1,118 

' housing  inspections................. ^53 

' intimation  notices  served 9 

’ housing  defects  remedied 25 

' houses  erected  by  Local  Authority 10 

' " " " private  enterprise 101 

" houses  & flats  erected  by  Harlow  Development  C.  1,4-14- 

" cases  of  legal  proceedings Nil 


Housing  Act,  1936. 


Houses  demolished 34 

Undertakings  not  to  let Nil 

Closing  orders 4 

Houses  in  confirmed  clearance  areas  awaiting  demolition.  8 

Houses  in  clearance  areas  not  yet  confirmed. Nil 

Demolition  orders  made  under  section  11.. 6 


Housing  Act,  1949  -•  Improvement  Grants. 

Number  of  inquiries ; 

" " applications  considered  by  Local  Authority.... 

" " applications  approved 

" " dwelling  units  provided. 

'*  " applications  refused  by  Local  Authority 


13 

6 

5 

11 

1 


!Food,» 


, The  tot^l  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  was  219.  Their 
particulars  are  set  out  belov'/.: 

Shops  - Grocer....... 46 

Baker 8 

Butcher..... 19 

Pishinongex.  (includes-  5 fish  fryers-) 11 

Greengrocer, . ..  .........  15 

Sweets  and  confectionery 11- 

Mobile  Shops:-  . ■ 

Grocer. ........  • 2 

Greengrocer.. . . ■ * 4 

"Hot  dogs"  1 

Cafes  7 

Restaurants. -3 

Public  houses.,  , 23 

Off-licences. 3 

Halls  and  community  centres 4 

Factory  canteens 13 

School  canteens. I6 

Building  site  canteens 9 

Pood  storage  depots , 2 

Pood  ^factory. ; . ' ■ ' 1 

Bakehouses........... . 3 

Market  stalls, .15 


During  the  period  under  review  2232  visits  were  made  to  premises 
v/here  food  was  'prepared,  stored  or  sold,  and  in  the  course  of  these  inspections 
advice  was  given  on  the  hygiene  of  food  handling  and  storage.  Details  of 
the  visits  are  given  belovi/: - 


Pactoxy  canteens.......... 47- 

School  canteens 85---' 

Building  site  canteens. 97 

Public  houses i II3 

Shops 0 ...  liiit-S 

Mobile  shoiDG  and  barra\';s. * 217 

Restaurants  and  cafes « . . . r-. . .'....  I04 

Bakehouses. 6l 

Market  - (operating  from  19.5.56.). 60 


Informal  or  formal  action  resulting  from  the  inspections  v;as  taken 
as  follow’s:- 


Number  of  intimation  notices  served 60 

Legal  proceedings ^ 3 

Pood  submitted  to  analyst  for  examination 1 
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on  inspection, 


The  following  ore  particulars  of  foodstuffs  which, 
were  found  to  be  unsound; - 

Canned  meat. 

fish. 

milk. 

fruit. 

vegetables. 

orange  juice 

soup 

Fish  - wet 

Fruit 

Meat. 


Total: - 


lbs.  ozs. 
334  11 

2 

8 2 

37  5? 

35  2i 

1 

154- 

179  8 

50 

254 ^ 

9QO  14-? 


\7atercress 

The  conditions  under  v/hich  watercress  Was  gravn  received  attention 
during  the  year  and  five  srauples  of  i.va ter  were  taken  from  various  parts  of 
the  beds  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  result  of  this 
showed  slight  pollution  believed  to  be  of  avian  origin. 

7ater  frOm'  the  spfihgs  which  feed  the  beds  proved  to  be  of  high  i 

bacterial  purity.  ’ ' 


General ‘mOasureS  wefO  taken  to  i>revent  pollution  of  the  beds  and 
rough  chlorination  was  carried  oiit  before  the  cutting  of  the  watercress. 

The  growing  of  watercress  continues  to  be  kept  under  constant 
supervision. 

Food  & Drugs  ■i'^ct,  1955.  section  I6. 

Milk  & .Dairies  Regulations,  1949-1954« 

Registered  Premises. 


Fifty-five  premises  are  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Food  & Drugs  i^ct,!lj$)55>  and  the  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949-1954,  | 

particulars  of  whieh'are  set  out  belov;.  There  were  no  premises  registered  ’ 
under  ary  local  act.  ■'  j 

No.  of  premises  No.  of  inspectipnfj 


Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream 
Preparation  or  manufacture  of 
sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled 
or  preserved  food  intended  for  sole. 
Daxries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


registered 

37 


14 

Jf 

55 


carried  out. 


156 


756 

22 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


Essex  County  Council  .^ct,  1952,  section  103 » 

Hav;kers  of  Eood» 

Seven  persons  are  registered  as  hav^kers  of  food  under  the 
provisions  of  section  103  of  the  Essex  County  Council  ict.  No 
lock-up  premises  were  used  for  the  storage  of  food  v/hich  would  have 
required  registration  under  this  j^ct. 

Slaughterhouses  > 

There  were  no  slaughterhouses  operating  in  the  district. 

Shops 

There  was  close  co-operation  v;ith  the  Harlow  Development  Corporation 
in  all  matters  connected  v;ith  the  Pood  & Drugs  and  the  Shops  ^^cts  and  all  the 
Council's  requirements  under  these  acts  were  incorporated  in  the  plans  of 
new  shops  which  were  to  be  erected. 

Milk  Supply. 

Forty "four  licences  under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations,  19k9“1954,  were  issued  during  the  year.  The 
details  of  these  are  set  out  below: - 


Supp lement  a ry 

Dealer 

Total 

Pasteurised. 

15 

3 

18 

Sterilised 

15 

3 

18 

Tuberculin  tested. . . . 

6 

2 

.8 

3^ 

8 

Number  of  premises  from  which  milk  is  sold...- 20 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  token  during  the  year: - 

Pasteurised. 20 

Sterilised k- 

Tuberculin  tested. 29 

One  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  was  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory 
and  the  matter  was  token  up  vjith  the  supplier. 

Ice  Cream.  ' ■ • ' 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sole  of  ice-cream 37 

Number  of  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  during  the  year....  11 
Number  of  samples  of  ice-lolly  taken  during  the  year....  1 

The  ice  lolly  sample  was  reported  to  be  satisfactory,  and  the 
ice-cream  somxDles  were  each  placed  in  Grade  I of  the  Ministry  of  Health' s 
Provisional  Grades. 


Rodent  Cont r o 1 


Prevention  of  .Qoniapie  by  Pests  Ret,  1949* 

A Rodent  Operative  is  employed  on  a part-time  basis  by  the 
Council  and  details  of  this  work  during  the  year  are  os  follows; - 


Number  of  properties  inspected 124 

Number  of  insioections 683 

Number  of  infestations: - 

rots  - major  1 

3^ots  - minor 73 

mice  only  3^  105 

Number  of  complaints  received * 124 

Nuriiber  of  contracts  entered  into 28 

Number  of  infestations  treated  by  the  Council.......  104 


The  policy  of  the  Council  is  to  treat  all  infested  dwellings 
free  of  charge.  Occupiers  of  other  types  of  properties  can  enter 
into  contract  with  the  Council  who  carry  out  the  work  at  an  economic 
charge. 

Pet  .Animals  Ret,  1951» 

Two  licences  for  the  keeping  of  pet  shops  in  the  district  were 
issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  above-named  act.  Inspections  of  the 
IDremises  were  mode  from  time  to  time  to  ascertain  that  the  conditions  of 
licence  were  complied  with. 


Inspection  of  Factories. 


Factories  Rets,  1937  snd  1948. 


1 - Inspections. 


Premises 


(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2.3.4»&*6.  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 


(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  ^i; 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 


(iii) 

Other  premises  in  v;hich  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authoritv  (excluding'  out-workerc’ 
premises). 


No.  on  Inspections  Vfritten  Occupiers 
register  Notices  Prosecuted 

15  36 

83  111  A- 

12  16  _j; 

110  163  4 


2 - Cases  v\/here  iefects  were  found 


Particulars 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(3.7.):- 

Pound 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 

Inspector.  Ins'pector. 

No.  of 

Prosecutions.  • 

la)  Insufficient... 
^b)  Unsuitable  or 

2 

2 

■■ 

defective 

_2 

4 

_2 

2 

. . , ~ . -A.  , 

_Z 

3 - Outwork. 

Fifty  outeorkers  'were  on  the  register  at  31st  December,  1956, 
and  were  engaged  mainly  oh  work  in  connection  with  wearing  a'pparel* 

Offeneive  Trades* ' 

No  offensive  trades  were  carried  on  in  the  district. 

Suimnary  of  other  matters  dealt  with. 


(a)  Inspections  - General. 


Con^Dlaints  investigated  and  action  taken 100 

Inspection  of  schools  (excluding  school  canteens) 15 

Inspection  of  establishments  for  massage  or  special 

treatment. 4 

Ins'pection  of  hairdresser  establishments '. . . . 45 

Inspection  of  shops,  other  than  food  shops 76 

Visits  in  connection  with  investigation  of  infectious 
' disea sod 531 


Visits  in  connection  v/ith  investigation  of  smoko  nuisance  13 
(b)  Suiimary  of  Legal  Proceedings. 


During  the  year  legal  proceedings  v/ere  "taken  against  three  films.  Each 
case  was  heard  at  the  Harlow  Magistrates  Ddurt.  Details  are  as  follov;s:- 

Of fence  Result 

Sale  of  orange  drink  containing  straw  and  Pine  of  £10.  with  £5»  5*  0* 

other  extraneous  matter  contrary  to  section  costs. 

2 of  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1955  

Nail  in  a sausage  contrary  to  section  2 Pine  of  £10.  v>/ith  £5.  5*  0* 

of  the  Pood  & Drugs  j^ct,  1955  costs. 


Alleged  sale  of  decomposed  sausage  roll.... 


Case  dismissed. 
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E P P I N.G  & PNG  A R RUR;iL  DISTRICT 


I.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 


General  Data. 

^rea  (in  acres).. 76,GG7 

Resident  loopulation  (Registrar  General’s 

mid-year  estimate) 32 >28D 

Number  of  occupied  houses  (mid-year) 1C,D63 

Nuj-iber  of  houses  per  acre  (average) C.l 

Number  of  persons  ]per  acre  (average)..... C.if 

Number  of  persons  per  house  (average) 3»2 

Rateable  value  (m.id-year,  1956) £314,661 

Product  of  a penny  rate  (financial  year 

1956/57) cG1,34C 

The  rote  in  the  pound  (financial  year  1956/57)  16/2^ 


Dirths. 

(a)  Live  Births  Legitimate'  ... 

Illegitimate... 

Total:  - 

Crude  rate per  1,CGD  poiDulation. . 

Adjusted  rate ’*  *'  " ... 

England  and  Y/ales. . . . " '*  " ... 

(b)  Stillbirths. Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate. . . 

Total;  - 

Rote  per  1,GGD  total  live  and  still  births.. 
" " " " " England  and  \J'oles. 


M.' 


P. 


319 

14 


228 

16 


111 


244 


17.9 

18.8 

15.7 


2D. 4 
23. D 
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Deaths*  ' ' ' ‘ ' • • * ■ • ■ p, 

(a)  All  afies  150 

Crude  rate per  1,000  population.  9*7 

M.justed  rate ' " ■ - > ■« 

England  and  Tales....  " ' " ’ ' ‘11.7 


(b)  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

Legitimate - 3 

Illegitimate 1^ 

Total;  - 3^  3__ 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  6.9 
" " ” England  and  ¥ales. ... . 13.8 

/ . . 

(c)  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

• Legitimate. * - 3 

Illegitimate.  * ......  __1 

Total;-  __1  3 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  6.9 
" " . 'I  , England  and  ITales. . . . l6.9 
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Causes  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 

^11  causes I63  I50  313 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. - - 

3.  Syphilitic  disease ' 

4»  Diphtheria., - 

3.  ¥hooping  cough _ - _ 

6.  Meningococcal  infections.. - - 

7.  4cute  polioLTyelitis. - - 

8.  Measles..... - - 


9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 1 - 1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach..... 4 4 8 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus... 12  2 I4 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast - 7 7 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus - - 

14»  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms....  I6  12  28 

15  • Leukaemia,  aleukaemia. 1 1 2 

16.  Diabetes..'. 1 1 2 

17»  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system... 20  21  4I 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina. 31  15  46 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 3 1 4 

20.  Other  heart  disease.. 21  29  50 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 9 13  22 

22.  Influenza... 1-1 

23.  Pneumonia.  8 11  19 

24.  Bronchitis 9 5 14 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 1 3 4 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. - 1 1 

27»  Gastritis;  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. - 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 2 13 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate.. 4 “ 4 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion _ _ - 

31.  Congenital  malformations - 3 3 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 13  17  30 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 2 - 2 

34*  411  other  accidents... 12  3 

35  • Suicides. 3 14 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war - - - 
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Comraunicable  Diseases  (except  Tuberculosis) 
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N.B.  The  incidence  rates  of  infective  hepatitis  and  pueiperal  p^'rexia  for  England 

and  ’gales  are  not  available. 


Coiimunicable  Diseases  - Tuberculosis 


Number  of  cases  on  the  register 

at  3 1 * 1^ *33******************** 


Number  of  cases  added  to  the 
register  during  1936:- 

Nevv  cases 

Inward  transfers. 


Number  of  cases  removed  from  the 
register  during  1936;- 

Deaths. 

Outward  transfers. 

Patients  cured 

Diagnosis  amended 


Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 
register  at  31»12.56 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmona  ry 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

P 

\ 

30 

30 

13 

16 

! 

! 

109 

1 

k 

2 

1 

8 

13 

20 

4 

- 

39 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

7 

2 

1 

2 

12 

3 

1 

- 

2 

6 

3 

1 

4 

32 

49 

18 

13 

132 

32 


II»Sanitar.y  Circumstances 


The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  as  follows:- 


Yfater 

Total  nujiiber  of  premises  with  supply  from  the  mains....  9j*069 
Total  population  served. 29,476 


Mains  extensions  carried  out  in  1956: 
Parish 


Chippinc  Ongar. . . , 

High  Ongar 

Nazeing. 

North  Ilea  Id. ...... 

Roydon. 

Sheering. 

Stapleford  Tawney. 
Stapleford  j^bbotts 
Stanford  Rivers... 
Theydon  Bois 


Length  laid  in  yards 

/ 

Dwellings  connected  during  1956: - 


Size  of  Main 

3” 

4" 

6*' 

9" 

102 

821 

292 

8 

124 

- 

111 

834 

378 

- 

124 

169 

- 

- 

186 

319 

- 

- 

3 

43 

- 

- 

- 

- 

950 

6 

- 

760 

- 

- 

80  9 

3 

2303 

154  2281 

- 

573 

694  5276 

1557 

3826 

Parish 


Number  ofnew  connections. 


Rbbess,  Berners  & Beauchamp  Roding. 2 

Chipping  Ongar. 10 

Sy  field 2 

Greensted 2 

High  Ongar 10 

Kelvedon  Hatch 3 

Imping  Upland 10 

Lambourne 60 

Navestock. 2 

Nazeing. 70 

North  Ueald 80 

Roydon 11 

Sheering 28 

Shelley. 47 

Stanford  Rivers.. 4 

Stapleford  Rbbotts 9 

Stondon  Massey. 10 

Theydon  Bois 51 

Theydon  Mount 2 


Total;  - 


413 
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Both  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  main  water  supply  were 
generally  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  under  review  adequate  bacgeriological  examinations 
of  raw  and  treated  water  were  undertaken  by  the  Herts  and  Essex  vfater  Company. 
In  addition  the  Council's  Public  Health  Inspectors  took  four  routine  samples 
and  seven  other  sanples  folloi'/ing  receipt  of  complaints.  These,  upon 
investigation,  were  found  to  have  arisen  from  maintenance  operations  by 
the  ’.later  Company. 

Three  samples  of  v/ell  v/ater  were  submitted  for  examination  and  all 
were  unsatisfactory.  In  each  case  remedial  measures  of  the  obvious  faults 
secured  improvement  in  subsequent  examinations. 


Sewerage. 


The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  supplied  the  following  information 
about  sewerage: - 


General  provision  in  the  area. 


Sewers.  The  follaiving  parishes  are  provided  with 
sewers; - 


.Abbess  Roding 
Chipping  Ongar 
High  Ongar 
Lambourne  (part) 
Shelley 

Stanford  Rivers 
Imping  Upland 


Matching  (part) 
North  Neald 
Nazeing. 

Roydon. 

Sheering . 
Theydon  Do is 


Cesspools.  A cesspool  emptying  service  is' operated  by 
the  Council  in  the  following  parishes; - 


Matching 
North  Weald 
Nazeing^ 
Theydon  Bois 


Roydon 
Sheering 
Imping  Upland 


Approximately  450  cesspools  are  emptied  annually. 


Pail  Closets  Pail  closets  in  the  follov/ing  parishes  were 
emptied  by  the  Council;- 


North  \7eald  (ioart) 

Matching 

Sheerin.g 


Roydon 

E4>ping  Upland  (part; 
Nazeing. 


Approximately  500  pail  closets  were  emptied  each  week. 
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New  Sevvers 


Schemes  for  the  sewerage  of  the  following  parishes  v;ere 
prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry; - 

Matching  Green  and  Beauchamp  Roding. 

Stapleford  iibbotts. 

Moreton. 

Schemes  for  the  following  parishes  were  in  the  course 
of  preparation: - 

ly  f ie Id/N i llinga le 

Kelvedon  Hatch 

Blackmore  and  Doddinghurst  Sewerage  Scheme* 

In  September,  3-956,  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  advised  that  he  was  prepared  to  authorise 
the  commencement  of  work  on  Part  I of  this  Scheme  in  ^pril, 

1957,  and  to  issue  loan  consent  on  that  basis.  The  early 
completion  of  the  scheme  is  an  urgent  necessity. 

New  connections  to  existing  sev/ers. 

During  the  year  under  review  eighteen  new  connections 
to  sewers  were  made. 

Sewage  disposal. 

The  sewage  disposal 'works  at  Stanford  Rivers  and 
Abridge,  together  v/ith  the  several  disposal  plants  serving 
Council  housing ' sites  v/ere  satisfactorily  maintained. 

Public  Conveniendes;  

Chipping  Ongar.’  ' 

Pending  sanction  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
for  the  provision  of  a combined  car  park  and  public  convenience,  the 
sanitary  accommodation  at  the  licensed  premises  in  the  High  Street  v^ras, 
by  a financial  arrangement 'With ' the  licensee,  kept  open  for  the  use  of 
the  public  at  all  hours.  This  arrangement  as  a temporary  expedient 
had  much  to  commend  it.  The  licensee  was  responsible  for  cleansing  and 
maintenance,  and  no  complaints  were  received. 

Abridge. 

This  centre  of  population  is  a bus  terminus  and  is  much  frequented 
by  the  public  during 'the  suiraiier  months.  Sanitary 'accommodation  situated 
on  the  forecourt  of ‘the  Blue  Door  Public  House  was  kept  open  outside 
licensing  hours  and  'vPs  maintained  by  the  Council  under  a financial 
arrangement  v;ith  the  Brewery  Company. 
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Public  Glenns inp:» 


This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Council’ s Engineer  and 
Surveyor. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  refuse  collection  service  covers  the  whole  area.  Fourteen 
parishes  have  a weekly  service,  thirteen  a fortnightly  service  and  the 
remaining  six  parishes  every  third  week. 

Disposal 

There  are  five  disposal  sites  all  of  v^rhich  are  of  a "controlled” 
tipping  type. 

Plant . 

Six  vehicles  are  in  service  with  one  vehicle  in  reserve.  The 
fleet  is  being  modernised  and  during  the  year  one  new  "Paxit"  and  one 
new  side-loader  were  purchased. 

Staff 

The  staff  comprises  twenty-four  men. 

Housing. 

General. 

Number  of  occupied  houses  (as  at  31»12.56.) 10,134 


Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  il\uthority 2,316 

" " " privately  oi/vned 7^'818 

" " houses  & shops  combined  (included  in  above)  157 

" " housing  inspections 395 

" " intimation  notices  served. 96 

" " statutory  notices  served.... 10 

" " housing  defects  remedied 77 

" " houses  completed  by  the  Local  i^uthority 

during  the  year 36 

Number  of  houses  completed  by  private  enterprise 

during  the  year 159 

Housinj:-:  .Act,  1936  - Housing  Repairs  & Rents  -Act,  1954* 

Houses  demolished. 17 

Undertakings  not  to  let 3 

□losing  orders ' 1 

Houses  in  confirmed  clearance  areas  awaiting 

demolition 19 

Houses  in  clearance  areas  not  yet  confirmed 17 

Demolition  Orders  under  Section  11 14 

Undertakings  cancelled  and  demolition  orders 

revoked..... ‘ 9 
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Housinp;  Jict,  1949  - Improvement  Grants* 

During  the  year  under  review  33  iri^^rovernent  grants  were  made. 
Fifty-four  schedules  of  disrepair  and  of  necessary  works  required  to 
ensure  compliance  with  the  prescribed  standard  were  prepared  in  respect 
of  oigh'^eight  premises. 

Mo vab 1 e Dw  e 11 ing  s . 

In  1936  fifteen  applications  were  received  for  licences  under 
section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Fourteen  licences  were 
granted  and  one  refused.  .... 

Glen  Faba  and  Riverfields  Estate,  Ro.ydon. 

Following  local  public  inquiries  held  in  October  and  November, 

1948,  to  reach  a decision  as  to  whether  he  ought  to  issue  directions  for 
securing  the  removal  of  the  existing  shack  development  by  the  use  of 
enforcement  pov;ers  provided  by  section  100  of  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning'’  Act,  1947^  the  Minister  of  Town  and  Country  Planning  decided  that 
not  only  land  occupied  by  the,  estate  ought  to  be  restricted  against 
further  development  but  that  the  whole  site  should  be  progressively 
cleared  of  existing  buildings.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  acquisition 
and  pre]paration  of  an  alternative  site  should  be  undertaken  as  soon  as 
possible  and  that  the  aim  should  be  to  complete  transfer  from,  and 
clearance  of,  the  estate  within  five  years. 

Nith  due  regard  to  the  undoubted  difficulties  x^resented  to 
the  respective  authorities  by  this  decision,  the  fact  remains  that  no 
progress  whatever  has  been  made,  and  indeed  the  position  has  gravely 
deteriorated  because  the  number  of  families  in  permanent  occupation  has  more 
than  doubled  since  the  inquiry  was  held. 

Life  in  insanitary  and  overcrov;ded  shacks,  the  absence  of  piped 
water,  and  the  disxoosal  of  sewage  by  conservancy  methods  - on  gardens  of 
inadequate  size  in  the  vicinity  of  shallov/ Wells  which  are  used  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purxooses,  constitutes  a serious  health  hazard. 

Inspection  of  Food. 


General 


The  number  and  tyxoe  of  food  premises  in  the  district  v;as  as  follov;s:  - 


Grocery,  provisions,  and  general  stores. 97 

Restaurants  and  cafes 51 

Bakers. 8 

Greengro  cers... 8 

Fishmongers, 5 

Butchers*. I6 

Dairies* 6 

Licensed  premises • 81 

Total:-  272 
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Visits 

Defects 

Defects 

found 

remedied 

Shops. 

126 

97 

78  . 

Restaurants  and  cafes..... 

41 

35 

27 

Licensed  premises 

28 

2? 

21 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  food  preraises  are  registered  under 
section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  ^\ct,  1955:“ 

Ice  cream... 121  premises 

Manufacture  of  sausages  etc.  14  " 

One  hundred  and  forty-eight  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises. 

Essex  County  Council  4ct,  1952  section  105* 

Hawkers  of  Food. 

Two  persons  are  registered  as  hav;kers  of  food  under  the  provisions 
of  section  105  of  the  Essex  County  Council  i'ict. 

Milk 


Six  dairies  in  the  district  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949*  Eighteen  registered  distributors  of  milk 
operate  in  the  same  area. 


The  followin^^  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  under  review 
in  accordance  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949:- 


Supp 1 erne nt  a ry  Dealers* 


Pasteurised. 

Sterilised 

Tuberculin  tested 

Total;  - 


Licences  Licences 


11 

6 

13 

10 

n 

_2 

15 

Six  samples  of  milk  w'ere  taken  - five  pasteurised  and  one  tuberculin 
tested  - all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 


Ice  Cream. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-one  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ics^  cream.  During  the  period  under  review  five  samples  of  icE  cream  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  ' ^s  a result  of  such  examination  all 
were  classified  as  Crade  1; ' ’ 

Four  samples  of  ice  lolly  were  also  examined  and  all  of  them  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  ■ - 
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Food  Hyf;iene  l^ep:ulations,  1955~1956 . 


Before  .the  appointed  day  all  food  premises  vjere  Q±ven  an  abstract 
of  the  Regulations  and  other  relevant  information.  Desxjite  this  and  the 
publicity  in  the  a-ppropriate  trade  journals  it  was  unusual  to  find  coirpliance 
with  the  Regulations  in  detail.  This  crit’icism  applies  also  to  the  School 
Canteens.  In  all  cases  appropriate  action  was  taken. 

Meat  ar.d  Other  Foods. 

Slaughtering'  and  meat  inspection. 

There  are  seven  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  and  twenty- 
one  licensed  slaughtermen  ore  on  the  register. 

Two  s3.aughterhouses  are  approved  as  ordinary  deadv/eight 
certification  centres  for  pigs. 


The  following' table  relates  to  carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cottle 
excl. 
cows . 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 
Lamb  s 

Pigs . 

Number  killed.  

1195 

327 

1036 

14-376 

4605 

Number  inspected. 

/ 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
and  cysticercosis 

1195 

327 

1028 

11604 

4085' 

Nhole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

1 

- 

2 

11 

5 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 

249 

94 

6 

12Zf2 

302 

insx)ected  affected  with  disease. 

Tuberculosis  only 

20.9 

28.8 

0.8 

10.8 

7.5 

J'hoje  carcases  Gondem.ned. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

3 

7 

- 

1 

organ  Avas  condemned.  . . ........... 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  af3?ected  with 

11 

35 

55 

tubercAilosis . ........  

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

1.2 

12.8 

1.4 

organ  was  condemned. 

Carcases  submitiied  to  treatment 

3 

"" 

«• 

by  refrigeration* 

. 3 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  totall^^  condemned....... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned:-  8 tons  3 cwt  2 qtrs  8 lbs. 
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Surrender  of  other  unsound  food 


csvvt  s . qtrs«  lbs«  ozs* 


Canned  meat, - 12- 

" milk. - - 2 

” fruit - - 1 14 

''  vegetables. - - 4 3 

" fish - - - 6 

Fresh  meat 2 - 6 


Total:-  2 1 16  7 


Rodent  Control. 

(Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  hot,  1949) 

One  full  time  Rodent  OiDerative  is  employed.  The  work  of 
rodent  control  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1956  is  detailed  belov*/:- 


No.  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result 

of:  - 

Local 

Author- 

ity 

Dwelling 

houses 

including 

Council 

houses 

hgri- 

cultural 

j\ll  others 

includinr; 

Business 

Premises 

Total 

(a)  Notification 

- 

196 

9 

18 

223 

(b^  Survey. 

34 

260 

49 

50 

393 

(c)  Otherwise 

No,  of  properties 
found  to  be  infested 

by;- 

1052 

47 

201 

1300 

(a)  Rats  - ’lajor... 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

hinor. . . 

17 

188 

8 

20 

233 

(b)  Mice  - ‘lajor... 

- 

5 

- 

1 

6 

- dnor. . . 

No,  of  infested 
properties  treated 

5 

20 

3 

28 

by  Local  Authority 

No, 'of  Notices  served 
under  Section  4: - 

22 

213 

9 

24 

268 

(a)  Treatment 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Structural  work, . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  block  controls:  39 
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Test  baitin:;.  and  maintenance  treatments  of  the  Council's  sewerage 
systems  were  carried  out  twice  during  the  year.  A total  of  333  manholes 
were  baited  and  of  these  75  {2.2%)  showed  partial  prebait  take  and  12  (1+%) 
showed  a complete  x^i'ebait  take. 

Petroleum  j^cts  and  Orders. 


Number  of  operative  licences  authorising  storage,....  147 
NuKiber  of  visits  in  connection  with  petroleum 
installations. 52 


Inspection  of  Factories. 

(Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948) 
Inspections. 


PreraiseE 


No.  on 
Register 


Inspections 


Vfritten  Occupiers 
Notices  prosecuted 


(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  l,2,3j4.&.^. 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 


75 


10 


88 


4 


Total: - 


81 


98 


4 


Coses  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 


Pound  Remedied 


Referred 
Td‘  H.M.  By  H.M.  No.  of 

■ Inspector  Inspector  Prosecutions 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Insufficient  sanitary 
conveniences. ........ 

Total: - 


1 

2 

3 
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Outwork 


The  following  outworkers  were  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year; - 


Nature  of  VJork»  No.  of  Outworkers* 


Wearing  apparel,  making,  etc. 66 

Making  of  boxes 1 

Brush  making.  ’’  __2 

Total;-  69 


Offensive  Trades. 


Fat  Factory,  Stapleford  .Abbotts. 

In  order  to  enable  the  ovmer  to  improve  his  factory  and  methods 
of  operation  and  to  ensure  compliance  with  existing;  byelaws,  planning 
permission  v;ithout  time  limit  was  granted  to  him  on  31st  July,  1956. 
Prior  to  that,  however,  a summons  was  issued  for  his  failure  to  comply 
with  byelaws  relating  to  the  emission  of  noxious  vapours.  This  hod  such 
good  effect  that  the  necessary  work  was  sufficiently  advanced  to  warrant 
the  adjournment  of  the  proceedings.  The  factory  requires  continuous 
supervision. 

Sumraary  of  Inspections. 

Public  Health  .Act,  193^» 


Yfater  supplies 115 

Sewerage  and  drainage 4^6 

Piggeries 32 

Movable  dwellings 34 

Movable  dwelling  sites 1? 

Provision  of  dustbins 584 

Offensive  trades.. 50 

Nuisances 152 

Re-inspections  to  secure  abatement  of  nuisances  I3I 

Enquiries  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases.....  213 

Food  and  Drugs  I'lct.  1955 > 

Slaughterhouses.. II65 

Bakehouses 10 

Fish  shops 9 

Ice  cream  promises 92 

Dairies..... 

Butchers  Shops 15 

Food  shops 102 

Restaurant  kitchens....... 20 

Canteens  (including  school  canteens) 21 

Licensed  premises 28 


Housinri:> 

No.  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  i^ct,  1936  ...  202 

No,  of  re-insxoections. 251 

No,  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  j^cts,  1936~1954. » * . 193 

No,  of  re-inspections 129 

No,  of  visits  to  houses  in  connection  v/ith  improvement  grants  178 

Miscellaneous. 

Factory  inspections 98 

Factories  let,  1937  " section  34»  * 5 

Public  Conveniences. 20 

National  Issistance  let,  1948,  - section  50.... 11 

Unclassified, 38 
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